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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This consultation statement is drawn up in accordance with Regulations 15 (1)(b) and 15(2) of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012). It explains the background to the decision to develop 
a Neighbourhood Plan for Ringmer, the three main stages in which it has been developed, and the 
community engagement that has accompanied each stage.  

 
1.2 Our starting point was the 2003 Ringmer Village Plan, and its 2006 and 2009 Strategies for 

Employment and Residential Development. The development of the Neighbourhood Plan has 
occurred in three main stages. In the first stage we explored with residents and other stakeholders 
the issues and options for the Neighbourhood Plan, including its scope, vision and key principles, 
and the types of policies that it might contain. This led to the development of a draft 
Neighbourhood Plan, and we carried out an informal consultation on this with residents and other 
stakeholders early in 2013. This led to further refinement and improvement of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, which was then subject to a formal consultation in the autumn of 2013 as required by 
Regulation 14 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations. Further modification has been 
agreed in the light of the responses received, to create the Neighbourhood Plan now submitted to 
our Local Planning Authorities, Lewes District Council and the South Downs National Park Authority. 

 
1.3 This Neighbourhood Plan has been created by and for the people of Ringmer, to guide the future 

development of their community. This Consultation Statement demonstrates the steps that have 
been taken to engage with Ringmer residents and other stakeholders, as envisaged in paragraphs 
183-184 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 
 

2. The Ringmer Village Plan (2003) 
 
2.1 In developing the Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan, we did not start with a blank canvas.  
 
2.2 The Ringmer Village Plan was published in 2003 by the Ringmer Village Plan group, sponsored and 

supported by Ringmer Parish Council. The Village Plan was based on a comprehensive, high-return, 
community survey. This emphasised the very high importance to residents of maintaining 
wƛƴƎƳŜǊΩǎ άǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦŜŜƭέΦ There was also a wish to see the village become more sustainable, with 
more local employment opportunities being seen as the way forward to reducing the need to 
commute to employment outside the village. The Village Plan also expressed concern about the 
nature of recent development in Ringmer: recent development at that time had been 
predominantly high-value executive housing, when what was felt to be needed to correct a growing 
imbalance in the village community was smaller and more affordable housing. It was a particular 
concern that relatively few families with young children could afford to live in Ringmer, so that the 
community age structure was becoming unbalanced. This was reflected in the reduced number of 
children entering Ringmer Primary School, which had fallen from a peak of up to 75 per year in the 
1970s to barely 25 per year. This had resulted in the 1993 demolition of Victorian school buildings, 
and the consolidation of the school on the former Infants School department site on Harrisons 
Lane. A principal aim of the Village Plan was to redress this imbalance, with the annual demand for 
entry to the Primary School an indicator for monitoring purposes. Demand has risen steadily over 
the past decade, and there are 55 new entrants registered for the Reception class in Sep 2014. 

 
2.3 An Employment Strategy was developed as part of the Village Plan and approved by the Parish 

Council in 2006. Ringmer has exceptionally high levels of out-commuting via a heavily-congested 
local road network, and the strategy was based on the provision of more local employment 
opportunities, to reduce the need to commute. The strategy, developed by the Parish Council over 
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a period of two years, and involving extensive local publicity and formal community consultation, 
identified the employment-generating potential of the conversion of redundant agricultural 
buildings, and also two larger sites in Ringmer parish capable of development for employment use. 
The council has also liaised with site owners and local entrepreneurs, and consistently supported 
appropriate applications for change of use to employment generating purposes. It has actively 
liaised with new employers to resolve issues such as car-parking by new in-commuters creating 
nuisance for residents. The past decade has seen substantial growth in employment in Ringmer in 
areas as diverse as the provision of occupational health advice and the rebuilding of canal boats. 
The council facilitated the development of the new Ringmer Health Centre by the provision of a 
central site on council-controlled land in Ringmer village, thus both improving local health services 
and increasing Ringmer employment in that field. 

 
2.4 A Strategy for Residential Development was also developed as part of the Village Plan and 

approved by the Parish Council in 2009. This strategy was also developed over a period of about 
two years, with extensive discussion, public meetings and drafts published for formal community 
consultation. This led to much local debate about the extent and the type of new housing required 
in Ringmer, building on the views expressed in the 2003 Village Plan and, indeed, those in the 
earlier 1988 Ringmer Village Appraisal, also based on an extensive household survey carried out by 
the Parish Council a generation ago. The results were clear. A key conclusion was that most 
residents were not opposed to new development as such, but that their very high priority was that 
new development should not be of such a nature as to change Ringmer from a large village to a 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ όǿƛǘƘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ wƛƴƎƳŜǊΩǎ Ψ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
CŜŜƭΩ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇressed on the Parish Council long before the start of work on the Neighbourhood 
Plan. Some of the specific policies necessary to achieve this were also identified at this stage. 
Especially clear was the community view that delivery of a given number of houses through a 
regular series of small-scale developments would be far more acceptable than delivery through a 
smaller number of larger estates. The type of new housing was also considered an important issue, 
with new housing suitable for young families a priority. The identification of inadequate off-road 
parking provision as a principal cause of neighbourhood discord also dates from the Village Plan.  

 
2.5 Work was just getting underway in 2011 on developing a Village Plan strategy on Social & Leisure 

Facilities when the Parish Council was made aware of the new opportunity to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan, under what was then the Localism Bill. The Village Plan and its Strategies 
were of course shared with our Local Planning Authority, Lewes District Council. However, we had 
been disappointed that little consideration had been given to them, either in collecting evidence, in 
developing planning policies or in considering actual planning applications.  

 
2.6 The Ringmer Village Plan and its strategies are available on the Ringmer Parish Council website, 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/.  
 

3. An overview of the development of the Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan 
 
3.1 When Neighbourhood Plans were first proposed by the government, a District Councillor 

representing Ringmer, and aware of the work done under the Village Plan, raised with both the 
District and Parish Councils the possibility of Ringmer applying for Vanguard status. An application, 
based on the Village Plan, to develop an employment-led Neighbourhood Plan to create a more 
sustainable community, was selected by the DCLG in Spring 2011 as one of 17 Wave 1 Vanguard 
Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

 
3.2 Initial consultations with stakeholders began in September 2011, though the progress was somewhat 

delayed by the need to await the passing of the Localism Act (November 2011) and the publication of 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
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its regulations (April 2012). The first round of community consultation was carried out between 
November 2011 and February 2012, including a series of four public meetings (Seminars 1-4) and a 
Thursday-Saturday Exhibition in an empty shop in the Ringmer Shopping precinct. The principal 
objective of this first round of community engagement was to identify the issues to be included in 
the Neighbourhood Plan and to gain a preliminary view of the options for addressing them. Views of 
residents and other stakeholders attending the public meetings and the exhibition were collected. 

 
3.3 Further progress was delayed by the Lewes District Emerging Core Strategy (published in Autumn 

2011), which consulted on a very wide range of new housing development for Ringmer (176-647 new 
homes in the Plan period). While consultations and engagement with stakeholders continued 
throughout 2012, it was clear that no Neighbourhood Plan compatible with a number at the upper 
end of the range would be supported in a local referendum. Nevertheless, a formal application for 
designation of Ringmer parish as a Neighbourhood Plan area was made as soon as this was 
ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭƛǎƳ !ŎǘΩǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό!ǇǊƛƭ нлмнύΦ ¢ƘŜ 
designation was consulted upon and formally approved by both our two Local Planning Authorities, 
Lewes District Council and the SDNP Authority in September-October 2012.  

 
3.4 In July 2012 a Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment) 

Scoping  Report was prepared by Ringmer Parish Council. This SA/SEA Scoping Report identified a 
total of 19 sustainability objectives, each with a set of indicators. These included five economic 
objectives (objectives ECON1-ECON5), six social objectives (objectives SOC6-SOC11) and eight 
environmental objectives (objectives ENV12-ENV19). A consultation with statutory consultees, 
residents and other stakeholders was carried out between 6 July 2012 and 17 August 2012, to 
coincide with the consultation on the designation of the Neighbourhood Plan area. A total of six 
responses were received, four from residents (including a Parish Councillor and a District Councillor) 
and two from statutory consultees, Natural England and the Environment Agency. None suggested 
any changes to the 19 sustainability objectives or their indicators. One resident suggested that there 
should be a numerical scoring system for each objective, but a Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
advised against the use of a scoring system of the type proposed. Ringmer Parish Council Planning 
Committee received a report on the consultation at its meeting held on 25 October 2012. This set of 
19 sustainability objectives was adopted and has been used to appraise the policies included in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
3.5 Publication of the draft Lewes District Submission Core Strategy, proposing 220 new homes for 

Ringmer in the Plan period, triggered a second round of community consultation and engagement. 
This took place in January-March 2013, and considered specific potential housing sites as well as 
more general principles. This consultation was based on a draft Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan and its 
appendices, published in January 2013. This consultation included a further three public meetings, 
and a Friday-Saturday drop-in session with councillors. A total of 70 responses to the consultation 
were received from residents, developer interests and other stakeholders. Views of residents and 
other stakeholders attending the public meetings were also collected. 

 
3.6 Consideration of these responses was followed by a formal regulation 14 consultation conducted in 

September-October 2013, based on a proposed Neighbourhood Plan that had been further revised in 
the light of the responses to the draft Neighbourhood Plan and ongoing information and comment 
from other stakeholders. The regulation 14 consultation attracted 103 formal responses, ranging 
from brief notes of support to a response from a planning agent acting on behalf of Gleeson Strategic 
Land that ran in total to over 100 pages and addressed a wide range of the policies proposed. 
Discussions with a range of stakeholders, including landowners and developers, service providers and 
village organisations has continued throughout 2013 and 2014, and of course attention has been 
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paid to changes in national planning policy and its interpretation. A formal resolution to submit the 
revised Neighbourhood Plan to our Local Planning Authorities was passed in July 2014. 

 

4. Organisation 
 
4.1 The Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan is composed of the members of the Parish Council 

Planning Committee, chaired by Cllr Richard Booth. The Planning Committee includes all 13 Ringmer 
parish councillors. The Steering Group has met regularly throughout the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, to receive information, updates and reports, and to oversee the development 
of the Plan. 

 
4.2 More detailed work has been undertaken by a Drafting Group, including Cllrs John Kay (Council 

chair), Richard Booth (Planning Committee chair), Martin Whitlock (Council vice-chair), Nick Hall & 
Jenny Hill. Cllrs Colin Mitchell and Louise Forder were added to the Drafting Group in July 2014. 

 
4.3 The overall management of the development of the Neighbourhood Plan has been the responsibility 

of Ringmer Parish Council. The Neighbourhood Plan has been a standing item on the agendas of the 
monthly meetings of the Parish Council and its Planning Committee since early 2012. All Parish 
Council and Planning Committee meetings are held in public and include an opportunity for members 
of the public attending to raise issues or express their views on matters on the agenda before they 
are discussed. The agenda and minutes of Parish Council and Planning Committee meetings are 
published on the parish council notice board and on the parish council website. 

 
4.4 Members of the Steering Group have held regular meetings and discussions with representatives of 

both planning authorities, and the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). The 
Neighbourhood Planning officers for Lewes District Council have been Susie Mullins, Tal Kleiman and 
James Garside. Andrew Triggs was the Neighbourhood Planning Officer for the SDNP Authority. 
Other officers, including senior officers of both planning authorities, and senior councillors of Lewes 
District Council have attended some meetings. Miranda Pearce was identified by the DCLG to 
oversee the development of this Vanguard Neighbourhood Plan. There have also been a very large 
number of meetings and other communications with a very wide range of organisations and 
stakeholders, including residentsΩ groups and individual residents, landowners and agents acting on 
their behalf, employers and employment site owners, farmers, wildlife experts, officers of local 
councils and officers of utility or other service providers. The organisations and individuals consulted 
are listed more fully in Neighbourhood Plan appendix A. 

 
4.5 The Parish Council has also benefitted from initial DCLG-funded technical support and advice from 

the CPRE-NALC consortium. Two Planning Aid volunteers, Andrew Wood and Felicity Newman, 
assisted us in the first cycle of consultations between November 2011 and February 2012. DCLG-
funded support from Locality, through the provision of specified time commitments in late 2012 and 
early 2013 from an independent planning consultant, Professor Mike Gibson, and an expert in 
community consultation, Nick Wates of Nick Wates Associates, was extremely valuable in 
contributing to the development of, and the consultation on, the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

5.   Communication and Publicity 
 
5.1 The Parish Council has communicated with Ringmer residents about the development of the Ringmer 

Neighbourhood Plan and advertised meetings and events via a variety of media. 

¶ The Parish Council website, http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/, is managed very efficiently on 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩs behalf by webmistress Edwina Morris. The Neighbourhood Plan has had its own 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎΣ άRingmer to 2030έΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ These contain the latest news, 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
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information about future developments and the full text of the most recent drafts of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and its appendices. This is a very well-constructed and supported website, and if 
ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻƎƭŜ ΨwƛƴƎƳŜǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴΩ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ 
homepage. For the duration of public consultations a prominent notice and link to these pages has 
been provided on the Parish Council homepage. 

¶ Parish Council Newsletters are planned for quarterly publication. At least one Newsletter each year, 
in advance of the Annual Parish Meeting, is distributed to all households in Ringmer parish. Copies of 
others are available for collection from Ringmer Village Hall. Each significant stage in the 
development of the Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan has been preceded by a Parish Council Newsletter 
delivered to each Ringmer household. Parish Council Newsletters published since March 2011 are all 
available on the Parish Council website, http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/. 

¶ Notices placed via the parish correspondent in the Parish Pump pages of the Lewes-Ringmer edition 
of the Sussex Express, the local newspaper serving this area. The Parish Pump section advertises 
forthcoming local events and is one of the most-read sections of the newspaper by residents. 

¶ Notices plŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ΨwƛƴƎƳŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ bŜǿǎΩ, a local publication 
distributed monthly by volunteers to 850 Ringmer households. The latest edition of this publication, 
edited by Edwina Morris, is available online at http://www.tbds.org.uk/ringmernews/mag.pdf.  

¶ Notices placed on the Parish Council notice board. 

¶ All monthly Parish Council and fortnightly Planning Committee meetings are open to the public, and 
include an agenda item at which members of the public attending can ask questions or make 
comments. The agenda and minutes of each meeting are available on the Parish Council website. The 
Annual Parish Meeting, typically attended by about 100 residents, includes an open question session 
that is a feature of the meeting. These opportunities have been taken on a number of occasions by 
individual residents or groups of residents to express views about aspects of the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

¶ Notices sent by email from the dedicated email address ringmerto2030@gmail.com blind copied to a 
list of residents and stakeholders who have asked to be informed whenever there are 
Neighbourhood Plan developments. There are currently about 300 active email addresses on this list. 

    

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.tbds.org.uk/ringmernews/mag.pdf
mailto:ringmerto2030@gmail.com
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{ŎǊŜŜƴǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨwƛƴƎƳŜǊ ǘƻ нлолΩ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 
 

 
Example of a Neighbourhood Plan notice posted on the main Parish Council home page 

 
5.2 The development of the Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan has also been advertised and commented on 

by others. Some relevant examples are included in appendix 2 below. 

¶ The Sussex Express has carried news articles on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan, in addition 
to those items published in the Parish Pump section from the Parish Council.  

¶ An independent Ringmer village Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ringmernews) has 
carried notices of all meetings and events. The Facebook page is run by Edwina Morris, who also 
manages the Parish Council website and is thus aware of all Neighbourhood Plan developments 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ΨFocusΩ newsletters published by the Ringmer Liberal Democrats have carried notices of all major 
Neighbourhood Plan events, together with some comments.  

¶ The Ringmer News Service, run by a Liberal Democrat District Councillor, is an electronic news service 
reporting items about Ringmer, and the possible impact on Ringmer of changes in local government 
policies, circulated by email to interested parties. This includes the weekly planning applications for 
Ringmer, and has mentioned all Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan developments. 

¶ Two local residentsΩ associations, the Broyle Community Association and the North Ringmer 
Residents Group, have arranged their own discussions and surveys about issues relevant to the 
Neighbourhood Plan, the results of which they have shared with the Parish Council.  

¶ The Ringmer Liberal Democrats and a developer, Gleesons Strategic Land, have carried out their own 
opinion surveys of Ringmer opinion on topics relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan. The Ringmer 
Liberal Democrats have published the results of their surveys ƛƴ ΨFocusΩΦ Gleeson Strategic Land have 
shared the results of their survey with the Parish Council. 

¶ A landowner and his developer, Croudace Strategic Land, arranged their own distribution of a leaflet 
promoting their site to all village residents to coincide with both the informal and regulation 14 
consultations. Some respondents to the regulation 14 consultation (e.g. nos.98, 99) wrote their 
responses on copies of this leaflet. 

https://www.facebook.com/ringmernews
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¶ Several developers accepted the opportunity to promote their sites at consultation events arranged 
by the Parish Council. Another developer, Gleeson Strategic Land, planned its own exhibition in 
Ringmer Village Hall to promote its site in June 2013. They collected evidence from those attending 
the event, and the North Ringmer Residents Group independently surveyed the views of those 
attending. Croudace Strategic Land held an exhibition at Ringmer Community College in July 2014 to 
promote its own proposals.  

¶ South East Water also arranged an event in Ringmer in April 2013 as part of the consultations 
associated with the development of its Water Resources Management Plan WRMP14. It has a major 
water treatment works in Ringmer, and was both planning improvements there and developing its 
water supply options to serve it, topics addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
5.3 In addition the Parish Council has held a large number of bilateral and multilateral meetings with 

stakeholders including landowners, developers, business site owners, business managers, 
shopkeepers, the owners of the Ringmer shopping precinct, residential and commercial estate 
agents, infrastructure and service providers, local societies and interest groups, etc. The evidence 
thus collected is detailed in appendix A of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
5.4 All the Neighbourhood Plan consultation events were well attended by village meeting standards. 

The best attended was the exhibition held from Thursday 2 February to Saturday 4 February 2012 in 
a vacant shop in the Ringmer Shopping Precinct. This attracted 339 people who signed in as 
attending, 320 of whom identified themselves as Ringmer residents. About two thirds of these 
completed the two main response forms. The other main consultation events attracted 50-120 
attendees. 70 responses were received in response to the informal consultation on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and 103 responses to the formal regulation 14 consultation. Most, but by no 
means all, of these were from village residents. This raises the issue of how representative the 
consultees making responses can be considered to be. 

 
5.5 Three approaches to this issue were taken. The first was to reach out to village organisations 

established for other purposes. Few responded, apart from local community organisations such as 
the North Ringmer Residents Group and the Broyle Community Association, and the Ringmer Liberal 
Democrats. The Ringmer History Group responded to both consultations and the Ringmer road safety 
organisation RADAR and the Delta Disability Group to the first, but all focused on aspects of the 
Neighbourhood Plan directly relevant to their primary interests. The responses of these organisations 
were essentially similar to those of other stakeholders consulted directly about their specific 
interests, who were very ready to express views on issues directly relevant to their primary concerns 
but rarely expressed other than personal views on wider issues. 

 
5.6 The second approach was that on the final day of the February 2012 exhibition a Planning Aid 

volunteer and a parish councillor directly approached a sample of nearby householders in a door to 
door survey of whether they had attended the exhibition, and if not, why not. Sample responses of 
those who had not attended included: 

¶ άLǎ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΚέ ώwŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴϐ 

¶ άL ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜέ όǎŜǾŜǊŀƭύ 

¶ άLΩƳ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴƛƴŜǘƛŜǎΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘέ 

¶ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ ǎƛȄ ǿŜŜƪǎέ 

¶ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘέ 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊέ 

¶ άL ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ (who was out)έ 

¶ ά²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ [ŜǿŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƻƴέ 
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5.7 The third approach was to compare the responses to the same question asked in three different 
surveys, with different respondent groups. The key question was how many new homes the 
respondent thought should be built in Ringmer during the period of the Neighbourhood Plan. The 
three surveys asking this question were:  
(i) Consultation meeting 2. Respondents had first listened to a presentation based on the 

Ringmer Village Plan emphasising the reasons that some new housing was required and then 
discussed the issues with others. 

(ii) The Exhibition. A larger number of respondents, who had the opportunity to consider the 
arguments presented on a poster display. 

(iii) A door-to-door survey hand-delivered to households in Ringmer village north of the Lewes 
Road by the North Ringmer Residents Group. The survey forms were collected by knocking on 
the door a few days later, and a high response rate (over 50%) was obtained. 

More than two thirds of those attending consultation meeting 2, who had listened to the arguments, 
were prepared to agree to a new housing target of 100-200 new houses. Most of the remainder 
sought a smaller number. Broadly similar results, but with a somewhat lower median number, were 
obtained from the larger sample attending the Exhibition. However, the respondents in the door-to-
door survey, who were provided with much less background information but could be argued to be a 
much more representative sample of residents, were very much less tolerant of new housing than 
the two groups above. Very few of those responding to this survey were happy to contemplate as 
many as 100 new homes being built during the Plan period. In all three surveys the proportion of 
respondents prepared to consider over 200 new homes was very small, and (in the first two samples) 
such responses were largely confined to those with development interests. There was thus no 
evidence at all to support the view that those residents engaging with the Neighbourhood Plan are a 
small, obstructive group, unrepresentative of wider village opinion. The evidence rather supports the 
alternative view, that most residents prefer their village as it is, but many of those willing to engage 
with the issues can be convinced by argument that a reasonable level of development is necessary. 

 

 
Participants at the February 2012 exhibition 
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6. Informal ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ consultation November 2011 ς February 2012 
 
6.1 The first cycle of public consultation involved four evening seminar sessions in November-

December 2011 held at the Caburn Field premises of Ringmer F.C. and a three-day public exhibition 
in a vacant shop in the Ringmer Shopping Precinct held from Thursday 2 February to Saturday 4 
February 2012.  

 
6.2 The topics for discussion at each evening seminar session were pre-circulated in a Parish Council 

Newsletter (Autumn 2011) distributed to each household in Ringmer parish shortly before the first 
session.  

 
6.3 The format at each meeting was: 

¶ A presentation of the issues for discussion by the Parish Council; 

¶ At sessions 2, 3 & 4 an opportunity to discuss the issues in small groups with others attending; 

¶ At sessions 2, 3 & 4 those participating were invited to complete questionnaires with both 
structured questions and opportunities for open comment.  

 
6.4 The outcomes were considered by the Steering Group and the initial presentations, a synopsis of 

the meeting prepared by a parish councillor who has experience as a parish clerk and an analysis of 
the responses to the structured questions were published on the άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ 
shortly after the meeting. The analysis was published on a copy of the questionnaire used. The 
notes and analysis are available on http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/. 

 
6.5 The topics for the four evening seminar sessions were: 

¶ Monday 21 November 2011: Vision, Key Principles & Countryside 

¶ Tuesday 29 November 2011: Housing  

¶ Friday 2 December 2011: Employment and Housing 

¶ Tuesday 13 December 2011: Social & Leisure facilities and Infrastructure requirements 
 
6.6 The outcomes of responses received at the four evening seminar sessions were considered by the 

Steering Group. Three main issues were identified and comments on these were sought at the 
February 2012 Exhibition. 

¶ How many new homes would Ringmer need in the next 20 years? 

¶ What types of new homes were needed and where should they go? 

¶ Where should the new employment sites be? 
 
6.7 In addition potential Neighbourhood Plan policy areas were divided into four categories.  

¶ Category A policies appeared uncontroversial, supported by at least 90% of respondents. Many 
policies in this category were developed from policies in the 2003 Village Plan and its Strategies. 

¶ Category B policies were those that appeared from the evening seminars to have fairly clear overall 
support but also at least some opposition. There were six draft policies in this category, and 
Steering Group wished to get a clearer view of the balance of ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΦ 

¶ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ / ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƴŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǇŜƴΩ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
made at the evening seminars. There were eleven of these. 

¶ Category D policy areas were topics that Steering Group felt should be addressed in the 
Neighbourhood Plan but was still developing a view.  

 
6.8 The Exhibition was held from Thursday 2 February to Saturday 4 February 2012 in an empty shop in 

the Ringmer Shopping Precinct kindly made available to us by the leaseholder. The key issues, as 
above, were advertised and explained in the January 2012 Parish Council Newsletter distributed to 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
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each household in Ringmer parish shortly before the Exhibition. The same issues were explained, in 
a little more detail, in poster presentations at the Exhibition itself. 

 
6.9 Respondents were invited to complete three, differently coloured, response sheets. The blue sheet 

sought respondentsΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ 
B and C policies. The yellow sheet, in an open format, sought views on the category D policy areas. 
There was an opportunity to indicate dissent from any of the category A policies, but the Steering 
Group view, based on the earlier evening seminars, that these were very largely uncontroversial 
was confirmed.  

 
6.10 The number of people who signed in as attending the Exhibition was 339. Over 90% identified 

themselves as Ringmer residents. Most stayed at the Exhibition for long enough to complete all 
three response sheets, though inevitably there were a minority who were pressed for time. There 
were 232 completed white response sheets, the majority addressing all the policies raised. There 
were 202 completed blue response sheets, again with the majority addressing all three main issues. 
Under 200 yellow response sheets were completed: these varied from responses that made brief 
comments on one or two topics to long and detailed expressions of views on a wide range of issues. 
The responses to the structured questions on the white and blue response sheets were 
summarised (on a copy of the relevant questionnaire) ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ 
webpages shortly after the exhibition. They remain available. The outcomes of these responses 
gave the Steering Group a sufficiently clear indication of the views of respondents on the key issues 
to enable it to progress to developing a Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

7. Informal consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, January-February 2013 
 
7.1 The sections and appendices of the draft Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan were approved by the 

Parish Council on 13 December 2012 or by the Parish Council Planning Committee on 20 December 
2012 and published on the parish council website in January 2013, for consultation over an 8 week 
period from 11 January-8 March 2013. The sections were designed to facilitate downloading at 
rural broadband speeds. Printed copies were available in the Parish Council Office and in Ringmer 
Library. Statutory consultees were notified of the consultation on our behalf by Lewes District 
Council Neighbourhood Planning Officers. The consideration of the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
aligned with the consultation on the proposed submission Lewes District Core Strategy (Local Plan 
part 1).  

 
7.2 Two Ringmer Parish Council Newsletters were published in January 2013 and February 2013. A 

developer also distributed a leaflet supporting their proposals throughout the village (included in 
appendix 2 below). While comments on all aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan were invited, the 
January Parish Council Newsletter, distributed to all households in Ringmer parish, explained the 
four key issues. These were: 

¶ Consideration of potential new employment sites, including three identified since the previous 
consultation and one whose scale and boundaries had been refined; 

¶ The proposed distribution of new housing between Ringmer village, the Broyleside and the rural 
areas of the parish; 

¶ The amount and types of affordable housing to be provided;  

¶ Alternative new housing sites. 
 
7.3 Three further evening meetings were arranged in Ringmer Village Hall. 

¶ Wednesday 29 January 2013:  Included presentations by Tal Kleiman, Lewes D.C. Neighbourhood 
Planning Officer, and by the Steering Group. Topics on which views from residents and other 
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stakeholders were sought included countryside policies; new employment sites; the total amount, 
distribution and phasing of new housing; and the amount and type of affordable housing. 

¶ Wednesday 13 February 2013: Included presentations by three developers and by the Steering 
Group. The main topic was proposed new greenfield development sites around the Broyleside 
settlement and in the rural areas of the parish. Some questions from the previous session were 
repeated, as this session was particularly well attended by Broyleside residents. 

¶ Wednesday 20 February 2013: Included presentations by three developers and by the Steering 
Group. The main topic was proposed new greenfield development sites around Ringmer village. 

 
7.4 These meetings were well attended, including by those with development interests. At the end of 

each evening those present were invited to complete a questionnaire, giving their views and 
expressing comments. The outcomes were considered by the Steering Group and the initial 
presentations (where available), a synopsis of the meeting prepared by a parish councillor who has 
experience as a parish clerk and an analysis of the responses to the structured questions in the 
questionnaires ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
These analyses remain available on http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/. 

 
7.5 In addition two drop-in sessions were arranged in Ringmer Village Hall for Friday 8 February (4 p.m. 

to 7 p.m.) and Saturday 9 February (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) when members of the Steering Group were 
available to discuss any Neighbourhood Plan issue with members of the public. These were not 
especially well attended, with only 20-30 residents or other stakeholders attending each session. 
However, some of the questions asked were detailed and searching. 

 
7.6 In addition to the structured consultation responses received at the public meetings held, a total of 

70 written or emailed consultation responses commenting on the draft Neighbourhood Plan were 
received. These ranged from a single paragraph on a specific point to long, considered responses 
addressing many aspects of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Some ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά5ǊƻǇπƛƴέ 
sessions. 

 
7.7 Responses were received from both Local Planning Authorities (Lewes District Council and the 

SDNP Authority), from the Environment Agency, Natural England, the Campaign for the Protection 
of Rural England (Natƛƻƴŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜύΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ wƛƴƎƳŜǊ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ όǘǿƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎύΣ Ringmer 
wƻǾŜǊǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ wƛƴƎƳŜǊΩǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎΦ There were seven responses 
from landowners, their developers or agents or members of their families. There were 57 
responses from Ringmer residents, including 35 resident in Ringmer village, 14 resident in the 
.ǊƻȅƭŜǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ с ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ wƛƴƎƳŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦ ¢ǿƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΦ мо ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ couples. 

 
7.8 Many of the responses concerned issues that were also discussed in detail at the public meetings, 

and were therefore considered in conjunction with the views collected there. Some responses were 
from people who had been unable to attend these meetings, but still wished to express their views. 
Others were from people who had attended the meetings, and wished to reinforce their views 
expressed in the consultation sheets returned there. This consultation also offered the opportunity 
to express views on topics not focused on at the public consultation meetings or to make additional 
suggestions. The majority of responses indicated support for, or opposition to, specific residential 
development sites.  

 
7.9 Steering Group considered these responses on a policy-by-policy basis. Its response, approved by 

Ringmer Parish Council Planning Committee at its meeting on 22 August 2013, is published in full on 
ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ on http://www.r ingmerparishcouncil.org.uk/.  

 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
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8. The Regulation 14 consultation, September-October 2013 
 
8.1 The Regulation 14 consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan and its appendices was carried 

out by Ringmer Parish Council between 6 September 2013 and 18 October 2013. The Neighbourhood 
Plan and its appendices were approved for consultation by Ringmer Parish Council Planning 
Committee at its meeting on 22 August 2013 and were posted (in sections designed to facilitate 
downloading at rural broadband speeds) on tƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎΦ tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
made available in the parish office, in Ringmer Library, in the Lewes District Council planning office 
reception and in the Midhurst offices of the SDNP Authority. A parish councillor who was not then a 
member of the Drafting Group (Cllr Colin Mitchell) was delegated to check on the first morning of the 
consultation that all intended elements of the Neighbourhood Plan were correctly mounted on the 
website and down-loadable, and this was confirmed. 

 
8.2 A list of statutory consultees and their contact details was provided to us by Lewes District Council 

Planning Department. They were given notice of the Regulation 14 consultation, normally by email, 
as indicated in appendix 1 below. The covering message read:  άThis is to notify you that the Ringmer 
Neighbourhood Plan has now been published and is open for consultation from today, Friday 6 
September 2013, to Friday 18 October 2013. The Neighbourhood Plan, and the evidence on which it is 
based, is available on ǘƘŜ άwƛƴƎƳŜǊ ǘƻ нлолέ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎƳŜǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ 
www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk. Printed copies are available in the Ringmer Parish Council Office 
(Ringmer Village Hall, Lewes Road, Ringmer, East Sussex, BN8 5QH), in Ringmer Library and in the 
Lewes District Council reception area. Comments can be made by email to 
ringmerto2030@gmail.com or by letter to the Ringmer Parish Council OfficeΦέ  

 
8.3 The September 2013 Parish Council Newsletter, entirely focused on this consultation, was hand-

delivered by parish councillors to all households in Ringmer parish. Copies were also hand-delivered 
to many businesses and services within Ringmer parish, including all retail premises in Ringmer and 
the providers of health services and dentistry. Confirmation that this delivery had been effective was 
obtained by sending an email to all residents and stakeholders on the Neighbourhood Plan email 
consultation list requesting a response if the Newsletter had not been received at any Ringmer 
residential address. Recipients included multiple residents living on each parish councillorΩs 
distribution round. Three negative emails were returned. Two came from a small group of 6 houses 
in a rural part of the parish, where the councillor concerned realised that he had omitted to make 
delivery. This was promptly corrected. The third was from an address where the councillor concerned 
was confident that she had in fact delivered a Newsletter, but an additional copy was promptly 
provided. 

 
8.4 Other means used to ensure that as many residents and other stakeholders as possible were 

informed of the consultation were as in section 5 above. In addition a press release was issued to 
local media. A prominent illustrated article containing almost the full information from the press 
release was published in the 6 September 2013 issue of the Sussex Express [appendix 2 below]. A 
ΨFocusΩ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎƳŜǊ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ 5emocrats that also featured the Ringmer 
Neighbourhood Plan consultation was also distributed to all Ringmer households at the start of the 
consultation, and information about the consultation was also included in the Ringmer News Service 
e-bulletin circulated to its membership list by a Liberal Democrat District Councillor. The Ringmer 
Village News Facebook site also carried an article about the start of the consultation, with a link to 
ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ, and provided a further prompt shortly before the end of the 
consultation. The North Ringmer Residents Group also distributed information about the 
consultation to its members, again with a link to the website, and arranged a special meeting of its 
members. Croudace Strategic Land distributed a leaflet, soliciting support for their development 

http://www.ringmerparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:ringmerto2030@gmail.com
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proposals, widely within the village during the consultation period. This leaflet encouraged 
consultation responses in support of their proposals, as noted above. 

 
8.5 A total of 103 responses to the Regulation 14 consultation were received. The majority (85%) were 

from individual residents, including two residents who are also District Councillors. There were 
several responses from those with developer interests, some of them very detailed ς one ran to over 
100 pages of text and appendices. There were also responses from East Sussex County Council , 
Lewes District Council, Natural England, Southern Water, the head and chair of governors of Ringmer 
Primary School, the governors of the Ringmer Academy, the North Ringmer Residents Group, the 
Ringmer History Study Group, the South Downs Society, CPRE Sussex and the Marine Management 
Organisation. 

 
8.6 Most responses from residents were either supportive of the Neighbourhood Plan overall, or made 

site-specific comments in support of, or opposition to, individual development sites. As in previous 
consultations, there was strong support for policy 5.4, which seeks to retain the strategic Green Gap 
between the two Ringmer settlements, and a minority who did not support ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
responses included several that were wide ranging, knowledgeable and thoughtful, especially about 
infrastructure consequences of new development and the need for new sporting facilities. A few 
were based on detailed local knowledge ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΦ ! ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
resident with professional experience as a planning agent has been particularly helpful in improving 
the Village Design Statement in section 10 of the Neighbourhood Plan, an aspect that otherwise 
attracted rather few comments. One additional resident response, no.104, was received a few days 
after the close of the consultation. This made very similar points to those already made by several 
others about a particular proposed development site. 

 
8.7 While most responses from developers promoted the sites in which they had a particular interest, 

some also made valuable comments about broader aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan. The 
response from East Sussex County Council incorporated expert advice and guidance assembled from 
the comments made by several different departments. Lewes District Council made detailed 
responses and recommendations on a policy-by-policy basis. The responses from other statutory 
consultees and groups reflected their areas of primary interest. No responses were received from 
Wealden District Council, Lewes Town Council or any of our neighbouring parish councils. A detailed 
response was made by the South Downs National Parks Authority, but was received well after the 
formal close of the consultation. This response has been taken into account as part of the ongoing 
discussions with stakeholders. 

 
8.8 The full list of responses was published on the άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ only personal 

details (signatures, private telephone numbers and private email addresses) redacted. They remain 
available. The Steering Group considered the responses received at a series of meetings. Its proposed 
responses, and consequent amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan, were considered and approved 
at the Parish Council Planning Committee meeting held on 24 July 2014. The paper summarising the 
comments  made and the changes proposed was published in advance of the meeting on the 
άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ о ōŜƭƻǿΦ The revised Neighbourhood Plan, 
with proposed new text distinguished in red, was also ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άRingmer to 2030έ ǿŜōǇŀƎŜ 
in advance of the meeting.   

 

9. Consultation with stakeholders, 2011-2014 
 
9.1 Discussions with stakeholders were held in the course of the public engagement and consultation 

events described above; in public meetings of Ringmer Parish Council and its Planning Committee; in 
private meetings with members of the Steering Group; in telephone conversations and by letter and 
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email. Full details are included in Neighbourhood Plan appendix A, in which the evidence 
underpinning the development of the Neighbourhood Plan is more fully documented. As noted 
ŀōƻǾŜΣ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ΨƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
informal consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan and the formal Regulation 14 consultation. 

 
9.2 Examples of stakeholders who contributed to the development of the Neighbourhood Plan include: 

¶ East Sussex County Council, including discussions with the County Councillor representing Ringmer, 
ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ !Řǳƭǘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
Archaeologist, the County Landscape Architect, the County Ecologist and the head of Public Health 
Intelligence. Note that the Highways Department are also, directly and through their principal sub-
contractors, important Ringmer employers. 

¶ Lewes District Council, where in addition to discussions with staff of the Planning, Housing, Waste & 
Recycling and Corporate Affairs Departments, discussions were also held with senior councillors 
including the (then) Council Leader, Cllr James Page, the lead councillors for Planning, Housing and 
Waste & Recycling, ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {ŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ tŀƴŜƭ, and with the three 
District Councillors representing Ouse Valley and Ringmer ward. 

¶ Representatives and officers of the SDNP Authority. 

¶ Representatives of the Environment Agency, Southern Water and South East Water. During the 
development of this Neighbourhood Plan Ringmer Parish Council also contributed to the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ²watмп ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όŀƭƻƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ CƻŎǳǎ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¶ Representatives of the Highways Agency, and of local groups and individuals with sustainable 
transport and road safety interests, including the Ringmer road safety campaign group RADAR. 

¶ Representatives of Natural England; the High Weald AONB; the Ringmer Ramblers; the RSPB; a 
proponent of the development of a Ringmer Community Woodland; the Design & Conservation 
Officer of New Forest District Council; and several local wildlife experts. 

¶ Local farmers Harold Stroude, Richard Monnington, Sarah Farnes, Andrew Brinkhurst and Colin 
Turner (another prominent local farmer is a parish councillor); the proprietor of the Goldcliff Nursery; 
tree surgeons R.W. Green, Mark Watts and Andrew Winsbury. 

¶ Representatives of local cultural, historical and archaeological groups. 

¶ Representatives of local and regional estate agents specialising in residential sales and lettings, and in 
commercial property, and with the owners of several Ringmer business sites. 

¶ Owners, managers and representatives of a number of current, recent or prospective Ringmer 
businesses. 

¶ Owners and their representatives of a large number of potential Ringmer development sites. We 
made it known, via Lewes District Council planning policy officers that we would wish to hold 
discussions with the proponents of all the Ringmer SHLAA sites submitted for consideration, and over 
90% of the landowners or their representatives responded positively to this approach. Direct 
discussions were also held with the owners of a number of small sites, including potential barn 
conversion sites, and with the owners of a number of local housebuilding and construction 
companies. 

¶ Representatives of the Hastoe Housing Association, the Retirement Leasing Housing Association, 
Retirement Villages Ltd, Galleon Care and members of a Brighton-based Co-Housing group. 

¶ Representatives of the North Ringmer Residents Group, the Broyle Community Association and an 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀŘƧƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ Ψ²ŜǎǘōƻǳǊƴŜΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ Representatives of the Glyndebourne Opera House, Raystede Animal Welfare Centre, Bentley 
Wildfowl and Motor Museum and the East Sussex Gliding Club, and local providers of Bed & 
Breakfast accommodation. 

¶ The senior partner and practice manager of the River Lodge Primary Care Practice, who provide 
medical services at the Ringmer (Anchor Field) Health Centre; the chief executive of the Lewes & 
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Havens Clinical Commissioning Group; the owner of the Ringmer Dental Surgery; and the manager of 
the Lime Tree House care home. 

¶ The heads teachers and governors of Ringmer Community College, Ringmer Primary School, Ringmer 
Nursery School and the proprietor of a private Montessori nursery school in Wellingham, Ringmer. 

¶ Providers of social and leisure facilities in Ringmer including representatives of the Ringmer Village 
Hall Management Committee, the Wave Leisure Trust, Ringmer F.C., AFC Ringmer, Ringmer Rovers 
Junior Football Club, Ringmer Cricket Club, Ringmer Bowls Club, Ringmer Croquet Club, The 
Landscape Group (providers of sports pitches), Ringmer Scout Group ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎƳŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Centre. 

¶ The chair of the Ringmer Shopkeepers Association and several individual shop owners and managers; 
retail consultants G.L. Hearn; and with the commercial estates manager of CHP Management Ltd, 
who manage the Ringmer Shopping Precinct. 

¶ Representatives of the Lewes-based green energy company Ovesco. 

¶ The Operations Director of the Brighton & Hove Bus Company. 

¶ The Vicar of Ringmer and representatives of the Diocese of Chichester re future cemetery provision. 

¶ Many individual residents of Ringmer, concerning a very wide range of issues. 
 

10.  Abbreviations used 
 

AONB  Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
CPRE  Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 
DCLG  Department for Communities and Local Government 
NALC  National Association of Local Councils 
RADAR  Ringmer Against Drivers Acting Recklessly 
Ringmer F.C. Ringmer Football Club 
RSBP  Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
SA/SEA  Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating a Strategic Environmental Assessment) 
SDNP  South Downs National Park 
SHLAA  Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
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Appendix 1. Advice from Neighbourhood Planning Officers, received by email 16 August 2013, 
about Statutory Consultees for the Regulation 14 consultation, and how these 
recommendations were implemented [text in blue below]. 
 
Dear John, 
 
This is exciting news and many thanks for your email updating us of the steering groups decision and your next step, 
of presenting the draft neighbourhood plan to the parish council for their recommendation. I think you should 
congratulate yourselves for the amount of work you've managed to produce in a relatively short period of time.  
 
I note that you intend to start your 6 week period of consultation (as required by regulation 14 in the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012) on the 6th September and I attach the list of consultation bodies referred to in 
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 in the regulations.  
 
Regulation 14 (b) states that a qualifying body (the parish council) must consult any consultation body referred to in 
paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a 
neighbourhood development plan. Schedule 1 is set out below and obviously is wide ranging. I would imagine that 
there are consultation bodies on the list that the steering group consider it would not be appropriate to consult with - 
such as the Coal Authority. Ultimately, it is up to yourselves which bodies you decide to consult with but we have 
provided (attached) our contact details for each of the groups listed in paragraphs (a)-(l) - it may be that you have your 
own contacts for some of the groups, in which case it may be more appropriate to use them. Obviously, you will have 
a better idea of local groups in your area paragraphs (m)-(q). 

SCHEDULE 1 Consultation Bodies - Neighbourhood development plans 

мΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ мп ŀƴŘ мсΣ ŀ άŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻŘȅέ ƳŜŀƴǎτ  
(a) where the local planning authority is a London borough council, the Mayor of London;  
Not applicable to Ringmer 
(b) a local planning authority, county council or parish council any part of whose area is in or adjoins the area of the 
local planning authority;  
Lewes District Council (LPA) 
Email to Tal Kleiman, Susie Mullins, Neighbourhood Planning Officers 
Email to Nilam Popat (corporate affairs) 
Email to Leighton Rowe (housing policy) 
Email to Cllr James Page (Council Leader), Cllr Tom Jones (Cabinet member for planning), Cllr Sharon Davy (Chair, 
Planning Applications Committee) 
South Downs National Park Authority (LPA) 
Email to Andrew Triggs, Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
Email to Lara Southam, lara.southam@southdowns.gov.uk 
Wealden District Council (LPA whose area immediately adjoins Ringmer parish) 
Email to Wealden District Council planning policy team via their website form 
Email to claire.ashdown@wealden.gov.uk 
Email to Marina.Brigginshaw@wealden.gov.uk 
East Sussex County Council (County Council) 
Email to ellen.reith@eastsussex.gov.uk  
Email to rupert.clubb@eastsussex.gov.uk 
Lewes Town Council (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to townclerk@lewes-tc.gov.uk 
Hamsey Parish Council (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to clerk@hamsey.net 
Barcombe Parish Council (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to Barcombe.pc@homecall.co.uk 
Isfield Parish Council (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to isfieldpc1@aol.co.uk,  
Little Horsted Parish Meeting (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to simonautie@gmail.com,  

mailto:lara.southam@southdowns.gov.uk
mailto:claire.ashdown@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:Marina.Brigginshaw@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:ellen.reith@eastsussex.gov.uk
mailto:rupert.clubb@eastsussex.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@hamsey.net
mailto:Barcombe.pc@homecall.co.uk
mailto:isfieldpc1@aol.co.uk
mailto:simonautie@gmail.com
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East Hoathly Parish Council (boundary runs close to Ringmer) 
Email to clerk@easthoathlywithhalland.org,uk,  
Laughton Parish Council (boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to laughtonclerk@gmail.com 
Glynde and Beddingham Parish Council (Glynde parish boundary adjoins Ringmer) 
Email to barbara.knight@secamb.nhs.uk 
Confirmed by tŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎ ƴumber 01273 858261  
(c) the Coal Authority;  
The Coal Authority responded to the consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan to say that Ringmer was not in an 
area of interest to them 
(d) the Homes and Communities Agency;  
Email to mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk 
(e) Natural England;  
Email to southeastplanning@naturalengland.org.uk,  
Email to angela.marlow@naturalengland.org.uk 
(f) the Environment Agency;  
Email to planningSSD@environment-agency.gov.uk,  
Email to mark.luker@environment-agency.gov.uk 
(g) the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England (English Heritage);  
Email to alan.byrne@english-heritage.org.uk,  
Email to southeast@english-heritage.org.uk  
After response from Alan Byrne, redirected to e-seast@english-heritage.org.uk  
(h) Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (company number 2904587);  
Email to townplanningse@networkrail.co.uk  
(i) the Highways Agency;  
Email to elizabeth.cleaver@highways.gsi.gov.uk 
(j) the Marine Management Organisation;  
Email to info@marinemanagement.org.uk 
(k) any personτ  
to whom the electronic communications code applies by virtue of a direction given under section 106(3)(a) of the 
Communications Act 2003; and  
who owns or controls electronic communications apparatus situated in any part of the area of the local planning 
authority;  
Email to peter.r.cowen@bt.com (BT)  
Email to stuartpaul.stone@openreach.co.uk (BT Openreach) 
Email to info@ukmoa.org (Mobile Operators Association) 
Standard letters sent to each of the seven mobile phone network operating companies active in this area 
(l) where it exercises functions in any part of the neighbourhood areaτ  
a Primary Care Trust established under section 18 of the National Health Service Act 2006 or continued in existence by 
virtue of that section; [PCT now abolished, replaced by High Weald, Lewes & Havens CCG, chief exec Frank Sims] 
Email to frank.sims@nhs.net 
and a person to whom a licence has been granted under section 6(1)(b) and (c) of the Electricity Act 1989;  
Email to chris.winch@ukpowernetworks.co.uk (UK Powernetworks)  
Email to damien.holdstock@amec.co.uk (Amec on behalf of the National Grid) 
and a person to whom a licence has been granted under section 7(2) of the Gas Act 1986;  
Email to stuart.forrest@sgn.co.uk, (Southern Gas Networks) 
and a sewerage undertaker;  
Email to Susan.Solbra@southernwater.co.uk, (Southern Water) 
And a water undertaker;  
Email to lee.dance@southernwater.co.uk, (South East Water)  
Email to paul.holton@southernwater.co.uk (South East Water) 
(m) voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities benefit all or any part of the neighbourhood area;  
Email to info@cpresussex.org.uk, (CPRE Sussex) 
(n) bodies which represent the interests of different racial, ethnic or national groups in the neighbourhood area;  
The Parish Council is not aware of any such bodies 
(o) bodies which represent the interests of different religious groups in the neighbourhood area;  
Email to Ringmer church, administrator@ringmerchurch.org.uk  

mailto:clerk@easthoathlywithhalland.org,uk
mailto:laughtonclerk@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.knight@secamb.nhs.uk
mailto:mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk
mailto:southeastplanning@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:angela.marlow@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:planningSSD@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:mark.luker@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:alan.byrne@english-heritage.org.uk
mailto:southeast@english-heritage.org.uk
mailto:e-seast@english-heritage.org.uk
mailto:townplanningse@networkrail.co.uk
mailto:elizabeth.cleaver@highways.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:info@marinemanagement.org.uk
mailto:peter.r.cowen@bt.com
mailto:stuartpaul.stone@openreach.co.uk
mailto:info@ukmoa.org
mailto:frank.sims@nhs.net
mailto:chris.winch@ukpowernetworks.co.uk
mailto:damien.holdstock@amec.co.uk
mailto:stuart.forrest@sgn.co.uk
mailto:Solbra@southernwater.co.uk
mailto:lee.dance@southernwater.co.uk
mailto:paul.holton@southernwater.co.uk
mailto:info@cpresussex.org.uk
mailto:administrator@ringmerchurch.org.uk
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(p) bodies which represent the interests of persons carrying on business in the neighbourhood area;  
There is no chamber of commerce or similar business organisation in Ringmer other than the Shopkeepers Association 
(chair informed verbally 6 Sep 2013). However, a number of local businessmen, business site owners and other 
employers are included in the Neighbourhood Plan email list ς see below. 
and  
(q) bodies which represent the interests of disabled persons in the neighbourhood area 
Email to Oyster Project (admin@oysterproject.org.uk)  
Email to Delta Disability Group (Councilweb@:btinternet.com) 
 

Additional consultees 
District Councillors for Ouse Valley & Ringmer ward 
Email to Cllrs Chris Bowers, Paul Gander & Peter Gardiner 
County Councillor for (inter-alia) Ringmer 
Email to Cllr Rosalyn St Pierre  
Sussex Police, Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Email to jason.tingley@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
Response 7 Sep 2013 that he had forwarded the notice to Inspector Stephen Tullett & Sergeant Rosemary Hanson of 
the Lewes Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Ringmer Community College 
Email to reception@ringmeracademy.org 
Ringmer Primary School 
Email to schooloffice@ringmer-pri.e-sussex.sch.uk 
Ringmer Nursery School 
Message sent via website form 
Ringmer History Study Group 
Email to hall830@btinternet.com 
RADAR (Ringmer road safety group) 
Email to ringmer.radar.speedwatch@gmail.com 
Raystede Animal Welfare Centre 
Email to info@raystede.org,  
Email to NMason@raystede.org 
Ringmer Football Club 
Email to bobmunnery@ringmerfc.co.uk,  
Email to tedchitty@ringmerfc.co.uk 
Ringmer Cricket Club 
Message sent via website form 
Wave Leisure 
Email to info@waveleisure.co.uk 
Neighbourhood Plan email list 
Email to list of 228 residents, developers, local businesses and others who have expressed a wish to be kept informed of 
developments in the Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan 
 

In terms of making hard copies available at the locations mentioned, along with your intention to publicise on the web 
and local newsletter etc, we consider these approaches would meet the requirement of regulation 14 (a) that the 
details of the proposals for a neighbourhood plan are publicised in a manner that is likely to bring to the attention of 
people who live, work or carry on a business in the neighbourhood area. It is also a requirement that you send a copy 
of the plan to the planning authorities. For our part we will display a copy at our Planning Reception, which is currently 
in Lewes House but will move during your consultation period back to Southover House (supposing building work is 
completed on time). 

Kind Regards, 

Susie and Tal 

Planning Officer/Neighbourhood Planning Officer, 

mailto:admin@oysterproject.org.uk
mailto:Councilweb@:btinternet.com
mailto:jason.tingley@sussex.pnn.police.uk
mailto:reception@ringmeracademy.org
mailto:schooloffice@ringmer-pri.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:hall830@btinternet.com
mailto:ringmer.radar.speedwatch@gmail.com
mailto:info@raystede.org
mailto:NMason@raystede.org
mailto:bobmunnery@ringmerfc.co.uk
mailto:tedchitty@ringmerfc.co.uk
mailto:info@waveleisure.co.uk
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Planning Policy, 
Southover House, 
Southover Road, 
Lewes, 
East Sussex 
BN7 1AB 
Tel: 01273 484410/484417 
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Appendix 2.  Examples of publicity published by third parties during the development of the 
Ringmer Neighbourhood Plan 

 
 
wƛƴƎƳŜǊ [ƛōŜǊŀƭ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ΨFocusΩ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ no.178, published in January 2012, to coincide with 
the consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
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Page 1 of the flyer circulated by Croudace Strategic Land during the consultation on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan  
 


